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Card 1 (Slide 2)
· In 1887, the temple town of Erode (*) in Southern India, a clerk working at a sari shop and a housewife who sang at the local temple (*), celebrated the birth of their son Srinivassa Ramanujan. (*)
· In 1892, at the age of 4, Ramanujan started school. (*) He didn’t like school at first, and often tried to truant. His parents had to get the local police involved to make sure he attended. 
	
Card 3 (Slide 2)
· Finding that he wanted to learn more than he could at school, Ramanujan studied Mathematics at home. At the age of 13 he was coming up with Mathematical theorems of his own. 
· Ramanujan was from a very poor family who would not have been able to send him to college. However in 1904 at the age of 17 he won a scholarship to go to a local college. The problem was, he was only interested in maths and couldn’t be bothered studying other subjects. In the end he failed all his other courses and was thrown out of college.

	
Card 2 Slide 2)
· As he grew older, Ramanujan started to enjoy school more. At the age of 10 he passed all his primary exams, coming first in his district.
· Ramanujan was also really close to his mother. She was very religious and from her, he learned about Hindu culture and traditions. 

· By the age of 11, Ramanujan had started secondary school and had already started to work on Mathematics beyond that of college age students.
	
Card 4 (Slide 2)
· Ramanujan decided to continue his studies independently earning respect from fellow Mathematicians that he met. (*)
· At this time he lived in extreme poverty, often close to starvation. 
· In 1912 Ramanujan managed to obtain work as an accounting clerk at the Madras port trust. (*) He completed his work quickly, allowing him to spend the rest of his time on his Mathematical research.
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Card 5 (Slide 3)
·  In 1913, Mathematician friends of Ramanujan, started trying to present his work to British Mathematicians. (*)
· Initially no one was really interested but Ramanujan didn’t give up. Determined to have his work (*)(*) recognised he wrote to the mathematician G.H.Hardy who was based at Cambridge University in England.

· Hardy (*) recognised that Ramanujan was a Mathematical genius. He was keen for him to come to Cambridge to continue his research.
	
Card 7 (Slide 3)
· At Cambridge (*) Ramanujan continued to impress Hardy and other professors of Mathematics with his incredible ability to spot mathematical relationships and develop mathematical theories.
· Two years after arriving in Cambridge he was awarded a pHD. This was all happening during World War I. Ramanujan’s health started to fail and he decided to return to India in 1919 (*), only to die a year later from illness.

	
Card 6 (Slide 3)
· Initially Ramanujan resisted, but apparently one day his mother had a dream in which a Hindu goddess told her, “to stand no longer between her son and the fulfilment of his life’s purpose.”
· In 1914 (*) Ramanujan set sail for England, arriving 28 days later.  At a time when it was unusual for people without money to even attend University, he received a full scholarship from Cambridge covering not only all his costs but also sufficient to support his family back in India. 
	
Card 8 (Slide 4)
· (*) Ramanujan came from extreme poverty but he believed in himself and what he was capable of. Much of his research he did completely independently and he never gave up, despite many rejections and set backs.
· (*) Hardy compared him to Euler, who is recognised by many as the greatest Mathematician to have ever lived.
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Card 9 (Slide 4)
·  (*) He developed almost 4000 Mathematical theories including a way to calculate Pi (*) and also came up with clever puzzles such as the Ramanujan square (*)
· Looking carefully you can see that each row, each column and each diagonal add up to the same total.

· (*) His mathematical theories have influenced physicists in their study of matter, for example in trying to understand how black holes operate in space.
	
Card 10 (Slide 5)
· A film about the life of this inspirational mathematician has just be released, called, “The man who knew infinity.” 

· In this room we could have an Olympic champion, the next Alan Sugar or someone who finds the cure for cancer. Ramanujan is the perfect example of what you can achieve if you work hard and believe in yourself.

	
	 


